
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Friends of the East Cleveland Public Library 
 
  
Your Project Title: East Cleveland Community Arts and Mentorship Program (ECCAMP) 

Your Project Summary: The ECCAMP is designed as an extended after school program housed at the 

E.Cleve. Library. We offer students professional training in varied musical instruments played by musicians. 

Students are trained in brass, percussion, piano and and vocal. In addition to training in these disciplines 

musicians also act as mentors as they work with students and parents outside of their musical training. 

ECCAMP is a free program for students in the community and are either selected, volunteer or referred. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: There was a red flag about capacity on the first page (overview) of this application dealing 

because the organization total budget is only $2,023, but they are planning an $11,000 project? However, 

the rest of the application laid this concern to rest. I think the Friends of the East Cleveland Public Library 

have prepared an application that provides evidence throughout the application that funding criteria are 

fully met. Regarding public benefit, the number of participants is only 30 students, but it is a deep and 

immersive experience that includes a high level of parent engagement. The expertise being assembled 

from the school system and colleges speak to the artistic vibrancy, and my initial concerns about capacity 

are no longer concerns because of the quality of the plan, the detail on the expenses, and the relationship 

with the public library. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: A number of inaccuracies and deviations from the application directions have hurt this 

application tremendously. Namely, the start/end dates do not fit with the project parameters, the budget 

figures are incorrect (the total organization budget of $2023.21?), and the inclusion of four times the allotted 

supporting documents have hamstrung the application. I'd also recommend revisiting the goals and 

measurements of the program. These ambitions are relatively ambiguous and make for a difficult time 

defining the impact of ECCAMP. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project application does show evidence that the funding criteria have been met. I am 

happy to see that a local library has decided to incorporate the arts in their after-school offerings for under-

invested youth in their neighborhood. I am a little confused by the numbers though. The organization's 

budget is listed as $2023 but the project budget is $11,000. Perhaps there is a typo? Another piece that 

would have made this application stronger is more information about the 6 mentors who are serving as 

leaders for the students. With an especially vulnerable group of low-income youth, I would want to ensure 

that all program leaders are experienced enough to serve in this capacity. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This grant is in direct response to local schools, communities and the students they serve by 

offering another day of programming. The basis of the program was created in response to a need for 

students to learn, engage and build skills through musicianship. The commitment to artist pay, engagement 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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and partnerships on behalf of the library demonstrates a commitment to the local arts community. This 

applicant has demonstrated both financial capabilities, along with the programmatic support and the overall 

funding requirements. In follow up, an understanding of who returns to the programming or maintains 

involvement throughout would be great to document. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project meets the criteria for public benefit. They understand their community’s needs and 

serve an audience that doesn't have access to arts education. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

